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Mr. and. Mrs. Michael Rhode 

453 James Street 

New Milford, New Jersey 07646 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Rhode: 

Last month the House of Representatives voted to impose tough new 
restraints on the acquisition of certain weapons systems. These votes 
were a major victory for those of us working to control runaway 
military spending and to begin reducing our growing nuclear arsenal. 

I want to report to you on our progress and, once again, ask for your 

continued help and support. 

We achieved the following successes: 

* A moratorium on the procurement of additional MX missiles until 
at least next April. After that, the Congress, rather than the 
President, will determine when, and if, MX procurement can be 
resumed. 

* Elimination of all funding for acquisition of nerve gas 
weapons. 

* An amendment prohibiting deployment of nuclear-armed cruise 
missiles aboard warships through the end of fiscal 1985 unless 
the President certifies that the Soviets have deployed a 
comparable weapon. 

I also supported several measures that did not pa.ss. These 
included proposals to delete funds for the procurement of B-l bombers 
and to halt further deployment of Pershing II and ground—launched 
cruise missiles. 
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Although we did not succeed in eliminating all of the unwanted 
systems, I am pleased that we were able to impose new limitations. 

The votes on the MX represented the first time that we have denied the 
Administration a major weapon system it requested. 

These votes do not mean that my colleagues and I are less 
concerned than the President about national security. They reflect 
our recognition that there is no security in an endless arms race. We 
want to protect the country's security while also pressing the 
President to continue the bipartisan arms control policies of previous 
administrations. 
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Development of increasingly sophisticated arms does not ensure 
greater national security. At a time of mounting deficits and human 
suffering, we cannot tolerate enormously expensive and dangerous 
weapons programs. 

I will continue to value your advice and help as we work to give 
our nation a more rational defense policy with sensible priorities. 
The fact that the vote on the MX passed by only two votes is an 
indication that the efforts by individual citizens like yourself can 
make a difference. I hope you will continue to work with me and keep 
me informed of your views. 



ROBERT G. TORRICELLI 
Member of Congress 
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